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should be taken to abolish it.   Sir John Smale said
at this time:
" it being now patent that there is now a very great number
of slaves (say 10,000, the number has been estimated at
even 20,000) in this Colony, ignorance can no longer be
our excuse, but that all officers of the Queen in this
colony, each in his department and to the best of his
ability, must henceforth effectually enforce these laws,
or fail in the duty imposed on him by the Queen."
Evidently, at that time it was the opinion of the
Chief Justice of Hong Kong that the law itself was
adequate for the suppression of Mui Tsai in Hong
Kong. At this time Lord Kimberley was Colonial
Secretary, and when the facts were put before him
he decided that they must be submitted to the law
officers of the Crown, and they in turn advised the
Colonial Secretary that the law declined to pay any
attention to the fact that cash had passed; that
these children were handed over for the purposes of
adoption or domestic service, and that they were in
law perfectly free, because British law said so, and
the parents could get them back ; and further, that
it was open to the parents, in the event of refusal, to
apply to that ancient right and privilege of British
subjects, namely, a writ of Habeas Corpus. That
was how the British law looked at the matter.
Technically, these Mui Tsai are not slaves; yet the
sale of children by their own parents into a bondage
from which they cannot escape, and which:their
Chinese purchasers consider gives unrestricted